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been raised should haye given some disgust, for who can
be pleased with hearing his opponent produce arguments
which he cannot answer ? But surely the repetitions may
be excused ; for an objection is to bo urged in every
debate till it is answered, or is discovered to be un-
answerable.

But what, sir, have those urged in defence of their own
opinions, who so freely animadvert upon the reasonings of
others? What proofs, sir, have they given of the supe-
riority of their own abilities, of the depth of their re-
searches, or the acuteness of their penetration ?

They have not produced one argument an favour of their
motion, but that it is founded on custom; they have not
discovered, however wise and sagacious, that it is always
necessary to inquire whether a custom be good or bad;
for surely without such inquiry no custom ought to be con-
firmed.

The motion which they would support, is, indeed, use-
less in either case, for a good custom will continue of it-
self, and one that is bad ought not to be continued. It is
the business of the legislature to reform abuses, and eradi-
cate corruptions, not to give thorn new strength by the
sanction of a law.

It has been urged, sir, that the law in reality exists al-
ready ; that the act has been interpreted in this sense by
the attorney general; and that his interpretation Ls gene-
rally received. This is then the state of the question : if
the practice, founded upon this sense of the act, generally
prevails, there is no need of a new clause to enforce what
is already complied with; if it does not prevail, all that
has been urged in defence of the motion falls to the
ground.

I do not doubt, sir, that this custom has been received
without many exceptions, and therefore think it ought still
to remain a custom, rather than be changed into a law;
because it will be complied mth as a custom, 'where there
are no obstacles to the observation of it; and it ought not
to be enforced by law, where it is inconvenient and op-
pressive.